
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 7th, 2025  
 
RE: Oregon Environmental Restoration Fund Engagement   
 
Co-Chair Sams, Co-Chair Dembrow, and Vice-Chair Holliday:  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony today at the inaugural 
meeting of the Oregon Environmental Restoration Council. COLT and our members 
are excited to track the development of the Oregon Environmental Restoration Fund 
and the impact its investments will have for communities across Oregon.  
 
COLT is a membership organization representing 32-member land trusts, soil and 
water conservation districts, and conservation organizations working to protect our 
habitat, water, and natural spaces - for all people, forever. Collectively, our members 
have protected more than 780,000 acres of land across our state.  
 
This Fund offers a historic opportunity to strengthen our ecosystems and 
communities at a moment when such investment is needed most. Uncertainty 
around federal funding, a down state revenue forecast, and rescinded federal 
investments have led to significant cuts in natural resources programs and staff 
across the state. 
 
At the same time, there is great demand for additional investment in land 
protection, stewardship, restoration, wildfire resilience, working lands protection, and 
sustained funding for “one-time” programmatic investments:  
 

●​ The Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program (OAHP) received $2 million for 
grants for the 2025-2027 biennium, despite a projected demand of $17 million 
for the program;  

●​ The Drinking Water Source Protection Grant Program received no additional 
funding for communities to protect drinking water sources, despite nearly $15 
million in projected need for the biennium and a $10 million projected need 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

for the 2027-2029 biennium (based on OWEB surveying June 2024 and follow 
up outreach in September 2025);  

●​ The Natural and Working Lands Fund received no additional grant funding for 
the biennium despite over $6 million in demand for just the OWEB grant  
fund opportunities through the program (conservation management plans 
and open solicitation);  

●​ The Oregon Conservation and Recreation Fund received no additional funding 
for the 2025-2027 biennium; 

●​ Failure of passing the 1% for Wildlife bill which would have provided funding to 
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) to support non-game 
species conservation; and  

●​ Despite securing a sustained source of funding for wildfire mitigation and 
suppression (estimated at $43 million through H.B. 3940), it is not enough to 
meet the $280 million/biennium need.  

 
These bullet points represent just a few examples of programs which would benefit 
from investments of the Environmental Restoration Fund.  
 
As the Council moves forward in shaping programmatic priorities for the State 
Agency Program Fund and designing a new grant program for the Community 
Impact Fund, we hope for sustained collaboration with the conservation community 
to help guide investments toward the programs and communities of greatest need. 
 
Thank you for your service on this Council and your commitment to ensuring benefit 
for Oregon’s environment and communities across the state.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Joe Buttafuoco 
Executive Director ​
Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts  
 

 
 



Network of Oregon Watershed Councils 
PO Box 19625, Portland, OR 97280; www.oregonwatersheds.org 

 

 

10/7/2025 

To: Oregon Environmental Restoration Council  

From: Network of Oregon Watershed Councils/Terri Preeg Riggsby 

RE: OERC Funding for Environmental Restoration  

Dear Members of the Oregon Environmental Restoration Council,  

On behalf of Oregon’s watershed councils, the Network of Oregon Watershed Councils would 

like to express our enthusiasm for the availability of critical funds for on-the-ground habitat 

restoration through the Monsanto Settlement Funds. 

Watershed councils are staffed by natural resource experts and scientists and are guided by 

boards led by local community members. Our Watershed Councils are on the front lines of on-

the-ground restoration work. They are familiar with the individual habitat needs within their 

watersheds, and have solutions for improving water, soil, and air quality through voluntary 

conservation projects. These projects are grounded in both ecological and community needs, 

and serve to enhance the waters and lands for native species and for people. 

We believe that this is a critical time to invest in on-the-ground restoration work and resiliency 

on the land. Because watershed councils are both locally-led and locally-based, their work 

ensures that financial investments stay in the community to support the local economy. Through 

these projects, local businesses grounded in green workforce development contribute to 

building future leadership for a restoration economy in both rural and urban parts of our state.   

We look forward to the investments that will be made possible through the work of the Oregon 

Environmental Restoration Council and hope that we can serve as a critical resource for 

implementation when funds are available.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

 

Terri Preeg Riggsby 
Executive Director, NOWC 

ed@oregonwatersheds.org 
971-404-4909 (cell) 

http://www.oregonwatersheds.org/
mailto:ed@oregonwatersheds.org


Public Comment from Jennifer “Jenna” Smith of Oak Grove, OR for the October 9, 2025 OERC Meeting 
 
My property is Streamside Steward to Willamette Creek & Wetland, which runs year-round (believed to be 
spring fed near the Laurie Ave x Railroad crossing).  
 
Willamette Creek, along with my property, was badly damaged by the OG-LO Train Trestle Fire that occurred 
last year. All those I've approached regarding environmental and safety hazards to Willamette Creek and my 
property have pointed me towards endless loops of resources that lead nowhere.  
 
In addition, I have been swamped with auto and property insurance claims from the fire, relocating animals 
from near the burnt train trestle to the backyard for their safety, plus increasing other safety measures like 
fencing, cameras and signage around my property. I am also on permanent disability with limited income and 
capabilities.  
 
My property has been in my family since 1978, my childhood home, purchased from my parents 5+ years ago. 
Since then, I have worked hard to transform the landscape from invasives to native habitat. My property is now 
Gold Certified in the Backyard Habitat Program, registered with the North American Butterfly Association and 
Bird Alliance of Oregon. 
 
Now, since the railroad fire, there is fine black creosote on everything outside. This creosote dust gets tracked 
inside my structures, plus into ductwork and vents across my property. Whenever I touch something outside 
my hand are covered in creosote dust that looks like I rubbed my hands in charcoal.  
 
Not only am dealing with my own property damages and physical conditions, but Xfinity just got permits to 
start their repairs from the OG-LO Train Trestle Fire and the railroad is planning more extensive bridge repairs 
to start in the coming weeks. This is going to disperse lots more creosote dust into the air, onto my property, 
and into Willamette Creek & Wetland.  
 
I would like help with restoration efforts along with improved water drainage quality for Willamette Creek, on 
and surrounding my property.  
 
I also request help identifying if my garden and fruit trees are safe to eat (previously organic) or what needs to 
happen to make it safe for my property and wildlife. I lost all my garden crops and tree fruit last year from the 
fire. Now some plants are struggling to survive while others have died completely, and I got no fruit production 
this year.  
 
I am not able to manage all this on my own and really need help. Thank you for your time and consideration. I 
look forward to attending the first OERC meeting and seeing steps towards resolve.  
Link to video: https://photos.app.goo.gl/QLSGQijGkVQeKFoF9 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2FQLSGQijGkVQeKFoF9&data=05%7C02%7CClare.K.Lanusse%40oweb.oregon.gov%7C6c9a94c2ea2a4162705508de06ec8eca%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C638955810266417461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eSwnwvI%2BeqJ2w9YSGfR3ucLick%2F6aYpvqxuXaqTT%2Bio%3D&reserved=0
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